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and some chanting, the congregation repeats the Lord?s
Prayer.
The priest then takes a cup of wine and blesses It with
the following prayer: "O God, who created all things by
thy power, and confirmed the inhabited earth by thy might,
and adorned the crown of all things created by thyself,
bless with a spiritual blessing this cup of communion, etc.3*
This is not the sacramental wine, but the name cup of
communion ("common cup" or "shared cup") indicates
that it symbolizes the spiritual union of man and woman.
Of this wine both partake three times. Then the priest
leads the married pair around in a circle, while the grooms-
man holds on their crowns from behind. Then, as lie takes
off their crowns, the priest says, first to the man: "May
God magnify thee, O bridegroom, as Jacob, and may He
bless thee as Isaac, and may He give thee increase like
Jacob. Live thou in peace, and follow in righteousness
the commandments of God." And then to the woman:
"And thou, O bride, may God magnify thee as Sarah, and
may He make thee joyful as Rebecca, and give thee increase
like Rachel. Be glad with thy husband, and keep the law
of chastity without sin, for this is well-pleasing to God."
Eight days after the marriage the priest is supposed to take
off the crowns with the prayer given in the manual, but
this practice has now lapsed in Syria.
In the Maronite Church the betrothal with rings and the
"coronation," or marriage ceremony, are united in a single
service. A formal engagement used to be read at the time of
contract, but this has now lapsed in the usage. The mar-
riage service begins with the blessing of the rings by the
priest. In presenting these he says to each in turn: " May
the right hand of the Lord be given unto thee with grace."
Then follows the blessing of the "crowns,",which may be
either wreaths or rosaries. At a Lebanon church weddjng
which I attended, the wreaths were made of natural flowers:
roses and carnations, with green leaves. After the Epistle
(Eph. 5 : 22-23) and the Gospel. (Matt. 19 : 3-6) follows
a prayer in which the Lord is besought to bless the crowns
to the pair with the blessing vouchsafed to Abraham and

